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SAVING LIVES:                    

WE ARE DEAD SERIOUS !! 
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MSF Key Message Points 

1. Get trained and licensed 

2. Wear protective gear 

3. Ride unimpaired 

4. Ride within skill limits 

5. Be a lifelong learner 



1. Basic Rider Needs 

2. Improving Perception 

3. Risk Offset 

4. Tactics for Intersections 

5. Tactics for Curves 

6. Rider Levels 

Last Year 



Rider Levels 

Level  0: Self taught and/or rides without a license 

Level  I: Completes a learn-to-ride course & licensed 

Level  II: I + Completes additional courses 

Level  III: II + Reflects on experiences 

Level  IV: III + Lifelong learner & subconsciously safe 



The Final Frontier: 
Behavioral Approaches to 

Saving Lives 

2012 Session Topic 



Rider safety training and education tend to reduce motorcycle 

related crashes (based on anecdotal information).  It should 

be noted that the relationship between the rider training and 

reduction of crashes has not been established yet. 

Motorcycle Data Analysis 

in Illinois 

Ponder Point 



Ponder Point 

The problem of traffic crashes is much 
more one of drivers doing things they 

know they ought not do, than of 
drivers not knowing what to do. 

 

 
Leonard Evans 

Traffic Safety and the Driver 



Ponder Point 

Improvement requires a 

constant intent to improve.  

The implementation and 

maintenance of this intent is 

a task that requires the 

utmost in rational control, 

which is a duty—a 

“leadership duty”—of the 

conscious self. 



Mental Physical 

Social Emotional 

I feel I think 

Riding Tasks 



SAM SAFETY 

Self-Awareness 

 

Attitude 

 

Motivation 

STOP to Think About: 



SAM wants you to ask yourself: 

How can I become a 

 better rider? 
 

Or am I good enough already? 



Self-Check 

Item You 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Rider Skill 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Rider Skill 

Perceptual Ability in Traffic 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Rider Skill 

Perceptual Ability in Traffic 

Degree of Cooperation in Traffic 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Rider Skill 

Perceptual Ability in Traffic 

Degree of Cooperation in Traffic 

Belief It Will Never Happen To Me (a crash). 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Self-Check 

Item You 
Rider Knowledge 

Rider Skill 

Perceptual Ability in Traffic 

Degree of Cooperation in Traffic 

Belief It Will Never Happen To Me (a crash). 

Emotional Commitment To Safety 

Place a number from 1 (low) to 10 (high) in the space provided. 



Activities: 

  

Refer to Handouts 



Set of  

Conditions 
Our 

Response 

Space 



Space 

See 

Our 

Riding 

& 

See 

Self 

Set of  

Conditions 
Our 

Response 



Program Improvement Flowchart 

 



Program Improvement Flowchart 

Don’t Mess With It! 

YES NO 

YES 

YOU IDIOT! 
NO 

Will it Blow Up 
In Your Hands? 

NO 

Look The Other Way 

Anyone Else 
Know? 

You’re SCREWED! 
YES YES 

NO 

Hide It 
Can You Blame  
Someone Else? 

NO 

NO PROBLEM! 

Yes 

Is It Working? 

Did You Mess  
With It? 



The Final Frontier: 
Behavioral Approaches to 

Saving Lives 

2012 Session Topic 

Thank You !! 


